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By Howard Fischer
CAPITOL MEDIA SERVICES

PHOENIX — Attorney
General Mark Brnovich is
warning the U.S. Supreme
Court that all of Arizona’s
election laws could be sub-
ject to challenge if it doesn’t
overturn an appellate ruling
voiding the state’s “ballot
harvesting” laws as racially
motivated.
In a new filing

Monday, Brnovich
laid out for the
justices why he
believes the 9th
U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals got it
wrong earlier this
year when it de-
clared that the
state acted illegal-
ly in making it a crime to
return someone else’s early
ballot. He said the state had
good reason to act in a way
to prevent the potential for
fraud and intimidation of
voters by political opera-
tives who were collecting
these ballots. But Brnovich
also told the justices they
have to slap down the logic
used by the appellate judges
— that Arizona lawmakers
enacted the ballot harvest-
ing lawwith thegoal of sup-
pressing minority vote — in
voiding the law. He said if
that verbiage is allowed to
stand, it could pave the way
for future challenges, and
not just here.
“If you accept the logic

of the 9th Circuit, it would
jeopardize every voting in-
tegrity law in almost every
state,”he toldCapitolMedia
Services.

“This erroneous find-
ing could be weaponized in
future litigation to under-
mine Arizona’s autonomy
to govern itself,” Brnovich
separately wrote to the high
court.He called the conclu-
sion of the 9th Circuit ma-
jority “a loaded charge with
potentially long-term legal,
social and practical conse-

quences.”
The attorney

general also wants
the justices to void
another part of the
ruling that says the
state cannot sim-
ply discard the en-
tireballotof some-
one who votes in
thewrong precinct
on Election Day.

Here, too, the appellate
judges said race played a
factor, saying that minori-
ties were more likely to be
disenfranchisedby the laws.
In his filing, Brnovich

does not dispute what the
9th Circuit said is evi-
dence of historical racism in
Arizona.
But he said most of the

incidents cited by the ap-
pellate court are ancient
history, with some going
back to territorial days.
He said the appel-

late judges ignored other
non-racial reasons for why
minorities are more likely
impacted by ballot harvest-
ing laws, including poverty,
employment, home own-
ership, mail delivery and
health.
Most Arizonans receive
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COVID-19 in Arizona

Number of cases
statewide

Number of cases by county:

Number of deaths
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County population numbers as of 2019; SOURCE: Arizona Office of
Economic Opportunity
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Pima County cases by age and gender:

Male

Female
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65 years and older
Unknown

Less than 20 years 25
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court to letAZ
keep its ‘ballot
harvesting’ law
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Attorney General
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By Howard Fischer
CAPITOL MEDIA SERVICES

PHOENIX — A ma-
jor Arizona taxi firm has
agreed to stop charging an
additional fee for accessible
van customers.
The Arizona Center for

DisabilityLawsays thatTo-
tal Transit Inc. will no lon-
ger impose that $10 charge
for an “on-demand van.”
Rose Daly-Rooney, the or-
ganization’s legal director,
told Capitol Media Ser-
vices the move ends a 2015

lawsuit filed against the
company accusing it of il-
legal discriminationagainst
thosewith disabilities.
There was no immediate

response from the attorney
for the company, though
federal court records say
there was an agreement
which was sealed as confi-
dential.
That deal, the court file

says, does mean each side
will bear its own legal fees.
And Daly-Rooney said

there was no admission of

guilt. This deal affects only
Total Transit and its com-
panies, includingNExT, the
National Express Transit
corp. ButDaly-Rooney said
shebelieves itwill serve as a
wake-up call for other taxi
firms that still try to charge
extra for people who need
an accessible van.
The lawsuit was filed on

behalf of two individuals
who use powerwheelchairs
and the Paralyzed Veterans
ofAmerica.
Attorneys said their cli-

ents require a taxi that has a
ramp or lift to be able to get
in. They said the company,
operating at the time under
the name Discount Cab,
provided them—butonly if
the customer paid that $10
charge for each trip.
That, they argued, vio-

lates state and federal dis-
ability laws.
Total Transit, which

now operates as Total
Ride, fought back, filing a

By Danyelle Khmara
ARIZONA DAILY STAR

Three Tucson-area schools are
among the top 10 in Arizona, accord-
ing to the latest U.S.News andWorld
Report’s Best High Schools rankings
list.
BASIS Oro Valley, a charter school,

is ranked No. 1 in Tucson, second in
the state and 18th in the nation.
The rankings are based on metrics

around college readiness, math and
readingproficiencyandperformance,
underserved student performance,
college curriculumbreadth and grad-
uation rate.
Tucson’s second best high school

is University High from Tucson Uni-
fied School District, which received a
ranking of No. 3 in the state and 22nd
in the nation.
“While these rankings present a

limited assessment of schools, we
are incredibly proud of the hard work

of our teachers, students and staff,”
said University High Principal Amy
Cislak.“...UHS is proud to serve stu-
dents from over 85 middle schools
and 32 zip codes in Southern Arizo-
na.” Among UHS students, 100% are
accepted to college and last school
year they received over $40million in
scholarships, a news release said.
BASIS Tucson North was ranked

No. 3 in Tucson, sixth in Arizona and
48th in the nation, according to U.S.
News andWorldReport rankings.
The top 10 best high schools in

Tucson include three charter schools
and sevenunifieddistrict schools.
Following the top three, the high-

est-ranked high schools in Tucson
are: Catalina Foothills High School
in Catalina Foothills Unified School
District, Empire High School in the
Vail School District, charter school
Sonoran Science Academy, Vail
Academy and High School in Vail,

Tanque Verde High in the Tanque
Verde Unified School District, Sabi-
noHigh School in TUSD andCienega
High inVail.

4Tucson teens chosen
to be Flinn scholars
Four Tucson students have been

selected among 19 across the state as
the FlinnScholarsClass of 2020.
TheTucson scholars are:
•Isabella Espinoza from Desert

View High School in the Sunnyside
UnifiedSchoolDistrict
•Simon Fitch from Tanque Verde

HighSchool in theTanqueVerdeUni-
fiedSchoolDistrict
•Nikolas Gruber from Catalina

Foothills High School in the Catalina
Foothills SchoolDistrict
•Christina Niyigena from Sahuaro

By Jamie Donnelly
SPECIAL FOR THE ARIZONA DAILY STAR

A group of Oro Valley residents
is opposing possible plans to turn
parts of the vacant Rancho Vistoso
golf course into a mix of single-fam-
ily housing, casitas and a senior liv-
ing facility, claiming changes to the
town’s public meeting process in the
wake of the coronavirus pandemic
don’t allow for community input.
In an effort to adhere to social-dis-

tancing guidelines, the town has
ditched traditional public meetings
and instead released informational
videos to the public to collect feed-
back on certain projects. That’s in-
cluded a possible redevelopment and
rezoning of the Golf Club at Vistoso,
which has sat vacant since closing in
2018 amidfinancial trouble.
“Our goal is to ensure everyone is

provided with information regard-
ing the upcoming public outreach
process, the applicant’s proposal and
the next steps,” Michael Spaeth, Oro
Valley’s principal planner, said in the
video. “The town requires all general
planning rezoning applicants to en-
gage in a community outreach at the

front end of the process as it is im-
portant to hear your comments and
questions early andoften.”
RomspenVistosoLLC, the compa-

ny that owns the 202 acres of the land
that the course sits on, has plans to
redevelop 87 acreswith single-family
homes,casitas anda senior care facil-
ity,while leaving the remainder of the
land for open space, according to the
town’s project page.
The development would require

an amendment to the town’s general
plan to change the zoning from re-
sort/golf course to account for a mix
of medium- and high-density resi-
dential.
As of April 10, the town had not

received a formal application from
Romspen,but anticipate one soon.
Joe Lunne, town spokesman, said

community members can send the
townanyquestions theyhave regard-
ing the rezoning.
Based on the comments it receives,

the town will release another video
responding to the concerns on April
30.
They uploaded a snapshot of the

feedback they had received as of

Monday,which included a number of
comments concerned about the pub-
lic process.
“We’re looking at doing some

Zoom meetings in May, a large one
with as many people as can attend,”
Lunne said. “Then we’ll do some
individual neighborhood meetings
hopefully once the restrictions are
lifted. If it’s safe to have meetings
again, we’ll havemeetings again later
in the summer.”
Members of the group, Preserve

Vistoso, have organized to push the
town to pause moving forward with
the development. The group has
1,200 members and was formed last
year inorder forcommunitymembers
to have a voice in figuring out what
happens to the former golf course.
Patricia Sturmon, a director for

Preserve Vistoso, said group mem-
bers believe their questions are “go-
ing through a filter,” which “isn’t ap-
propriate for something as important
as this.”
“We really need this to be

paused until we can have in-person

Taxi companyagrees toendextra fee
chargedtoclientsofaccessiblevan

EDUCATION NOTES

Online talksof redeveloping
golf course leavesomeindark

MAMTA POPAT / ARIZONA DAILY STAR

Residents near the former Golf Club at Vistoso, which has sat vacant since closing in 2018, are frustrated with the town for
moving public meetings to an online-only format while it discusses rezoning of the vacated golf course.
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3Tucsonhighschools rank instate’s top10

See NOTES, B2

See FEE, B3

042820b1star.crop.pdf   1 28-Apr-20   01:27:02



Arizona Daily Star - 04/28/2020 Page : B02

Copyright � 2020 Arizona Daily Star�&bull;� Terms of Service �&bull;� Privacy Policy �&bull;� 04/28/2020
April 28, 2020 6:36 am (GMT +7:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

B2 • TUCSON & REGION Tuesday, April 28, 2020  /  Arizona Daily Star

All times Mountain

Monk
SundanceTV, 2 p.m.

Adrian Monk is a man for our times: The 
obsessive-compulsive police consultant 
(Tony Shalhoub) has an assistant to hand 
him disinfecting wipes! The quirky 2002-09 
procedural airs on SundanceTV in 13-episode 
Tuesday blocks.

The Conners
ABC, 7 p.m.

In “CPAPs, Hickeys and Biscuits,” Dan (John 
Goodman) and Louise (Katey Sagal) take 
their relationship to the next level and come 
to appreciate the complexities of aging. 
Meanwhile, Darlene (Sara Gilbert) spends 
the night in jail and hands off  parenting 
duties to Ben (Jay R. Ferguson). Mark (Ames 
McNamara) and a friend work on a class 
experiment that leaves them both with 
hickeys.

Ellen’s Game of Games
NBC, 8 p.m.

R&B star Usher helps host Ellen DeGeneres 
emcee the game “Knockin’ Boots.” 
Contestants try to name a song or sing 
lyricsthat include a specifi c word — and try to 
avoid having a giant boot kick them into a vat 
of suds. A quarantined nation thanks them for 
their service.

black-ish
ABC, 8:30 p.m.

In “...Baby One More Time,” Dre (Anthony 
Anderson) underestimates Rhonda’s (guest 
star Raven-Symoné) ability to be a mom and 
struggles to support her decision to adopt a 
baby. Meanwhile, Ruby (Jenifer Lewis) gets in 
the way of Bow’s (Tracee Ellis Ross) plans for 
the perfect baby shower; and Junior (Marcus 
Scribner), Jack (Miles Brown) and Diane 
(Marsai Martin) go to extra lengths to give the 
best gift of the party.

FBI: Most Wanted
CBS, 9 p.m.

In the new episode “Grudge,” a case of 
cyberstalking escalates to multiple murders, 

and the team must track down a hacker who 
will stop at nothing to get revenge on those he 
believes have wronged him.

Inside the Vatican
PBS, 10 p.m.

Enjoy a rare glimpse at the daily lives of those 
who live and work in the Vatican. Behind-the-
scenes access shows how residents, from the 
Pope to the gardener to the head of security, 
participate in the inner workings of this city-
state.

Autism: The Sequel
HBO, 10 p.m.

This fi lm answers the question of “What 
will happen when my kid grows up?” by 
following fi ve young adults on the spectrum 
as they navigate their early 20s. Intercut 
with present-day interviews is footage of the 
same youth and their families shot 12 years 
ago for the Emmy-winning fi lm Autism: The 
Musical.

The Lost Gold 
of World War II
History, 11 p.m. Season Premiere

In “A Dying Declaration,” American treasure 
hunter John Casey returns to the Philippines 
with a new team and new technology in a 
continued eff ort to solve one of the greatest 
mysteries of World War II: the location of 
hundreds of billions of dollars in stolen 
loot supposedly hidden in Southeast Asia 
by Japanese general Tomoyuki Yamashita. 
The team targets three sites believed to be 
the access points to Yamashita’s gold — a 
waterfall, a crater known as Breach 6 and a 
camoufl aged tunnel they uncovered last year. 

The Last O.G.
TBS, 11:30 p.m.

In “They Reminisce Over You,” the comedy’s 
Tray (Tracy Morgan) wants to be like Mike — as 
in rich-as-hell Michael Jordan — so he’s off  on 
a citywide questto track down his old pair of 
AirJordans. Seems the sneakers are worth a 
bundle in resale.

From the editors of 
TV Weekly and tvinsider.com
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Knocked Up (2007, Romance-
comedy) Seth Rogen, Katherine 
Heigl TNT, 9 p.m.

Trading Places (1983, Comedy) 
Dan Aykroyd, Eddie Murphy 
Paramount, 11:30 p.m.

TCM Spotlight: 
New York in the ’70s
TCM, beginning at 6 p.m.

The “blaxploitation” fi lm genre and 
cop dramas were big in the early 
’70s, and with many of those titles 
set in New York City, it makes sense 
that some of them would fi gure in 
tonight’s lineup celebrating 1970s 
Big Apple movies. The evening 
starts with one of the granddaddies 
of the blaxploitation genre, 1971’s 
Shaft (above), and also includes 
The Super Cops (1974), Super Fly 
(1972), Aaron Loves Angela (1975) 
and Black Caesar (1973).

MOVIES 
YOU’LL LOVE

CATCH 
A CLASSIC

‘Knocked Up’

TCM

 APATOW PRODUCTIONS

ABC

‘black-ish’

 What 
to watch

early ballots that can be 
filled out and mailed back or 
delivered to polling places 
on election day.

But the law requires 
mailed ballots to be in the 
hands of elections officials 
by Election Day, so those 
mailed too close to voting 
day might not get counted.

Political and civic groups 
had for years gone into 
neighborhoods, asking peo-
ple if they have returned 
their ballots and, if not, of-
fering to take it to polling 
places on their behalf.

Republican legislators 
concluded in 2016 that cre-
ated too many opportuni-
ties for mischief, though 
during debate they could 
not cite a single confirmed 
incident where a ballot was 
altered or did not get deliv-
ered. Brnovich told the high 
court that is irrelevant.

“Prohibiting unlimit-
ed third-party ballot har-
vesting is a commonsense 
means of protecting the 
secret ballot and prevent-
ing undue influence, vot-
er fraud, ballot tampering 
and voter intimidation,” he 

wrote.
And Brnovich rejected 

the contention that the law 
is simply an attempt by Re-
publicans who control the 
Legislature to get a politi-
cal edge. He pointed to the 
2005 recommendations of 
the Commission on Fed-
eral Election Reform, co-
chaired by former President 
Jimmy Carter, a Democrat, 
that said states should pro-
hibit outsiders from han-
dling absentee ballots of 
others.

“There’s 20 states that 
have similar measures,” Br-
novich said.

Anyway, Brnovich said, 
there are exceptions on who 
can handle ballots, ranging 
from election officials and 
mail carrier to family and 
household members and 
caregivers.

He also is asking the court 
to ignore one thing cited 
by appellate Judge William 
Fletcher in writing the ma-
jority decision: comments 
by then-Sen. Don Shooter, 
R-Yuma, who attempted 
to get colleagues to enact 
a similar law in 2011. That 
was after he won his 2010 
election with just 53% of the 
vote — receiving 83% of the 
non-minority vote, but only 

20% of the Hispanic vote.
Fletcher said Shooter 

was “in part motivated by 
a desire to eliminate what 
had become an effective 
Democratic GOTV strat-
egy.” And he said that, in 
finally enacting the laws in 
2016, “Republican legisla-
tors were motivated by the 
unfounded and often far-
fetched allegations of ballot 
collect fraud made by for-
mer Sen. Shooter.”

Brnovich called that ir-
relevant.

“Each legislator is an in-
dependent actor,” the attor-
ney general wrote.

“It has long been settled 
that what motivates one 
legislator to make a speech 
about a statute is not nec-
essarily what motivates 
scores of others to enact it,” 
he said. 

Anyway, Brnovich said, 
even if there is a correlation 
between race and politi-
cal affiliation — and even if 
legislators are aware of that 
— there is no proof that Ar-
izona lawmakers acted with 
racial motives. 

There is no indication 
when the justices will de-
cide whether to hear the 
appeal.

BALLOT
Continued from Page B1

meetings,” Sturmon said. “It’s an 
entirely different process than being 
able to walk up to the Romspen repre-
sentative and ask them directly what 
they want.”

Sturmon said the group believes 
“the best interest would be keep-
ing the area as a nature preserve and 
community trail.

“One of the reasons we were so 
adamant about turning this area into 
the nature preserve and community 
trail is because there are no Oro Valley 
park facilities or recreational facilities 
north of Tangerine Road,” Sturmon 
said.

Sturmon also said the group 
doesn’t think the property would 
be an appropriate place for a senior 
complex.

“If you stand in the middle of the 
driving range you’re surrounded by 
homes and to put a senior citizen 
complex in that area would not be 
ideal for the community with all the 
traffic, delivery trucks, fire trucks and 
ambulances,” Sturmon said. 

Jamie Donnelly is a University of Arizona student 
who is an apprentice for the Arizona Daily Star.
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High School in TUSD
The Phoenix-based Flinn 

Foundation, in partnership with 
Arizona’s three state universi-
ties, covers the full cost of tui-
tion, mandatory fees, housing, 
meals and more, to the tune of 
more than $120,000.

More than 1,000 Arizona high 
school seniors applied for the 
competitive scholarship.

Generally, Flinn Scholarship 
applicants should participate 
and demonstrate leadership in a 
variety of extracurricular activ-
ities; attain at least a 3.5 grade-
point average (unweighted); rank 
in the top 5% of their graduating 
class (if the school reports class 
rank); and score a minimum 29 
on the ACT (composite score), or 
1340 on the SAT I (ERW+M).

7 HS seniors are named 
National Merit scholars

Seven Tucson-area high 
school seniors have been named 
National Merit Scholars.

The following students are 

recipients of National Merit cor-
porate-sponsored scholarships:

• Morgan E. Clark of Ciene-
ga High School, National Merit 
Raytheon Scholarship

• Abigail G. Harris of Pusch 
Ridge Christian Academy, Na-
tional Merit Raytheon Scholar-
ship

• Tammam S. Kamal of Basis 
Oro Valley, National Merit Ins-
perity Scholarship

• Sungmin Kwon of Basis Tuc-
son North, National Merit Ray-
theon Scholarship

• Hannah T. Ly of Basis Oro 
Valley, National Merit Raytheon 
Scholarship

• Thomas Q. Pham of Basis 
Tucson North, National Merit 
Raytheon Scholarship

• Jeremy C. Wang of Catalina 
Foothills High School, National 
Merit Jerry R. Junkins Memorial 
Scholarship

Students entered the 2020 
National Merit Scholarship Pro-
gram by taking the 2018 Pre-
liminary SAT, which served as 
an initial screener. The high-
est-scoring students in each 
state were named semifinalists. 
From the semifinalist group, 
about 15,000 advanced to the 

finalist level, which will be nar-
rowed down to about 7,600 win-
ners judged as having the stron-
gest combination of academic 
skills and achievements, extra-
curricular accomplishments and 
potential for success in rigor-
ous college studies. Most of the 
awards are renewable for up to 
four years of college undergrad-
uate study and provide annual 
stipends that range from $1,000 
to $10,000 per year. Some pro-
vide a single payment between 
$2,500 and $5,000.

The corporate-sponsored 
awards are financed by corpora-
tions, company foundations and 
other business organizations for 
National Merit finalists who are 
children of their employees, who 
are residents of communities the 
company serves, or who plan to 
pursue college majors or careers 
the sponsor wishes to encour-
age.

Winners of college-spon-
sored awards and $2,500 schol-
arships will be announced in the 
coming months.

Contact reporter Danyelle Khmara at 
dkhmara@tucson.com or 573-4223. On 
Twitter: @DanyelleKhmara
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CHANDLER — A suspect 
was arrested for allegedly 
shooting and wounding three 
police officers Monday before 
barricading himself in a home 
and then setting it on fire, au-
thorities said.

Police said the man was tak-
en into custody shortly before 
1 p.m. to end an incident that 
began 12 hours earlier when 
officers on patrol spotted and 
confronted a suspicious person.

The man ran and then turned 
around and fired several shots. 
Police said one officer was 
treated and released from a hos-
pital for a lower body injury.

The second shooting oc-
curred about 7 a.m. when police 
saw officers tracked the suspect 
to a Chandler home when the 
man again fired shots.

Police say two officers were 
hit, but the bullets didn’t pene-
trate their body armor.

Man in custody 
after allegedly 
injuring officers


